Education in the Sudan
KJialwas
Scattered over the Islamic area of the Sudan, in towns,
villages and Arab feriks, are some 1,500 KJialwas or
Koranic schools, attended by possibly 60,000 pupils,
(It is estimated that there are not less than a quarter
of a million boys of six to twelve years of age in the
Northern sphere.) The KJialwa is in charge of a fiki
(religious teacher) whose post is frequently hereditary.
It is an indigenous institution of ancient origin and its
main object is the recital and writing of the Koran and
the provision of moral training. The little reading,
writing, and arithmetic which is provided in some KJialwas
has always been a secondary consideration to religious
instruction, but of recent years the Government has
attempted to stimulate this provision by a system of
grants or salaries and by short training courses for the
fikis. There are 689 KJialwas with an attendance of
25,550 so assisted.
The KJialwas provide that religious and moral training
which for geographical and economic reasons will, for
many years to come, be all that is possible for some 85%
of the population.
In certain Provinces a KJialwa may be able to take its
place as a useful adjunct to the educational system and
teach a simple standard of literacy, but it cannot be made
the basic instrument for providing that sound and wide-
spread elementary education at which the Government
aims.
Elementary Schools
The Elementary School (Madrasa awaliya) was instituted
by the present Government. There are eighty-seven
Elementary Schools in the Northern sphere, directly
staffed by the Education Department and with an attend-
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